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Freehold Borough School District 

District Mission 

We will inspire the creativity and imagination of all students and empower them as 

knowledgeable, skillful, and confident learners who flourish and contribute willingly in a 

changing world. 

Core Beliefs 

We believe that: 

 All people have inherent worth. 

 Life-long learning is basic to the survival and advancement of society. 

 The primary influence on the individual's development is the family in all its forms. 

 Valuing diversity is essential to individual growth and the advancement of society. 

 All individuals have strengths and human potential has no known limits. 

 Democracy thrives when individuals accept responsibility for their choices. 

 Being trustworthy builds trust. 

 Creativity and imagination are essential for society to flourish. 

 A safe environment is essential for the well-being of the individual and for society to 

flourish 
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Freehold Borough School District 

Philosophy 

The philosophy for our curriculum is developed with a democratic system of beliefs and values.  

Believing that our students deserve the best education, our curriculum is aligned to the most 

current New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards and current statewide assessments.  Our 

scope and sequence is vertically and horizontally aligned.  The progression of objectives 

embraces decades of rigorous research, conducted both independently and at the university level, 

and acknowledges that children develop differently and that learning experiences and strategies 

for performance are differentiated.  Our borough is a diverse community, rich in tradition and 

spirit.  Knowledge is a fusion balancing authentic experience and content, which language arts 

literacy skills are integrated with other content areas.  Our curriculum contains common 

expectations that are rigorous and student centered, and teachers, who are most proximal to the 

children, will use this document as an instrument to ensure student success. 

To ensure that our children are successful and receive the best education, this curriculum 

document, our staff will continuously collaborate on this living document.  We will develop 

purposeful and effective formative and summative assessments which measure growth of our 

curriculum and inform our instruction.  Finally, we will continuously seek to grow professionally 

through professional development, which is aligned to statewide regulations, but specifically 

geared to benefit our curriculum, school, and children. 

General Curriculum & Instruction Objectives 

 Teachers will employ lessons that are aligned to our curriculum and framed utilizing 

current research-based methods and techniques that focus on student achievement 

 Our lessons will be structured according to statewide and district standards and our 

teachers will have flexibility to ensure that lessons meet the needs of all learners 

 Units and lessons will be differentiated  

 Curriculum is be student focused on success and balances developmental theory and 

psychometric standards 

 Democratically developed benchmarks and assessments will be utilized to gauge student 

and curricular growth.  Assessment will be multidimensional and developed according to 

student need. 
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Educational Outcome Goals/Course Overview 

8
th

 grade Social Studies begins with the creation of the Articles of Confederation. 

Students will analyze the impact of the Articles of Confederation and how it ultimately led to the 

constitutional convention. The class will explore the difficulties of creating a new government 

and the compromises that were formed as a result. Students will understand the structures of 

government, the beliefs of early political parties, and how the founding fathers beliefs shaped our 

nation for years to come.  

 

The second unit continues in the early republic with the birth of political parties and 

Thomas Jefferson’s presidency. Students will explore the nation’s early struggles both 

domestically and overseas. They will analyze the Louisiana Purchase and the lasting impact that 

it made. The Louisiana Purchase will lead students to Lewis and Clarks Journey’s and Andrew 

Jackson’s presidency. Through Jackson’s presidency, students will be able to explore the 

controversial Trail of Tears which will introduce America’s belief of Manifest Destiny. Students 

will learn the various reasons why Americans moved out West and the problems that it led to. 

The unit will conclude with various forms of social reform that were needed to ensure the proper 

development of the United States.  

 

The following unit begins with the Industrial Revolution and how it ultimately led to 

sectional differences. It follows with the growing tensions over slavery and the compromises 

needed to avoid war. Students will then analyze various slave rebellions and the Lincoln-Douglas 

debates. That will set the stage for the 1860 Presidential Election and how it eventually led to the 

outbreak of war. Once the war begins, students will analyze the advantages, disadvantages, and 

military strategies of each side during the fight. Students will then identify the events that led to 

the turning point of the war and determine how the North won. The unit will conclude with 

Lincoln’s assassination, reconstruction plans and the lasting impacts of amendments that were a 

result of the Northern victory.  

 

Unit four starts with the various factors that led to World War 1. Students will then 

analyze the Treaty of Versailles and how it was set up to punish Germany. The Great Depression 

will follow afterward and students will understand its impact domestically and globally. That 

will lead to Hitler’s rise to power and the start of World War 2 in Europe. Students will then 

analyze Axis and Allied strategies in the early stages of war and how the United States finally 

joined the fight. The unit will cover various perspectives of the war which will allow students to 

determine the turning point of the European Theatre. Students will then explore the horrors of the 

holocaust and compare it to genocides from other generations. The unit will conclude with the 

war in the Pacific and the United States decision to use the atomic bomb.  

 

The last unit introduces the Civil Rights Movement. Students will explore Jim Crow 

Laws and how it oppressed African-Americans into poverty. The unit will show various forms of 

protest and the government’s reaction to them. Students will then analyze other Human rights 

groups and what they fought for. The unit will conclude with the achievements and failures of 

the Civil Rights movement.  
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Core Materials 

 

Existing Textbooks: 

Prentice Hall, America: History of Our Nation, 2009 

Joy Hakim, A History of US series, 2005 

 

 

Possible Textbooks: 

McGraw Hill, Discovering Our Past: A History of the United States, 2016 

 

Websites: 

DiscoveryEducation.com 

history.com 

iCivics.org 

sheg.stanford.edu  (offers modified primary sources) 

loc.gov 

Unitedstreaming.com 

Brainpop.com 

Scholastic.com 

StudyIsland.com 

Factmonster.com 

Readwritethink.org 
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Pacing Guide 

Unit Anticipated Timeframe 

Unit 1: A New Nation: Creating a Government 2-4 weeks 

Unit 2: Westward Expansion 6-8 weeks 

Unit 3: Civil War 8-10 weeks 

Unit 4: World War 2/Holocaust 8-10 weeks 

Unit 5: Civil Rights Movement 4-7 weeks 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

A New Nation: Creating a Government 

Suggested Time Frame 2-4 weeks or less depending on how the start of the school year 

impacts instructional time and students background knowledge 

on civics 

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

 

This unit begins with the creation of the Articles of Confederation. Students will analyze 

the impact of the Articles of Confederation and how it ultimately led to the constitutional 

convention. The class will explore the difficulties of creating a new government and the 

compromises that were formed as a result. Students will understand the structures of 

government, the beliefs of early political parties, and how the founding fathers beliefs 

shaped our nation for years to come.  

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

6.1.8. A.3.b   Evaluate the effectiveness of the fundamental principles of the Constitution (i.e., 

consent of the governed, rule of law, federalism, limited government, separation of powers, 

checks and balances, and individual rights) in establishing a federal government that allows for 

growth and change over time. 

 

6.1.8. A.3.d   Compare and contrast the Articles of Confederation and the United States 

Constitution in terms of the decision-making powers of national government. 

6.1.8. A.3.f    Explain how political parties were formed and continue to be shaped by differing 

perspectives regarding the role and power of federal government. 

6.1.8. D.3.b   Explain why the Declaration of Independence was written and how its key 

principles evolved to become unifying ideas of American democracy. 

6.1.8. A.3.g    Evaluate the impact of the Constitution and Bill of Rights on current day issues. 

6.1.8. B.3.b   Determine the extent to which the geography of the United States influenced the 

debate on representation in Congress and federalism by examining the New Jersey and 

Virginia plans. 

6.1.8. A.3.a   Examine the ideals found in the Declaration of Independence, and assess the 

extent to which they were fulfilled for women, African Americans, and Native Americans 

during this time period. 

6.1.8. A.3.c   Determine the role that compromise played in the creation and adoption of the 

Constitution and Bill of Rights.     
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Enduring Understandings: 
 

The Declaration of Independence is the most 

complete statement of the basic ideals behind 

the creation of the United States. 

 

 

The U.S. Constitution was the successful 

result of political thought, experimentation, 

and compromise that unified the people and 

gave the United States a national identity. 

Essential Questions: 
 

How did the United States Constitution 

provide for the organization of a new 

government while still protecting individual 

rights?  

 

How did the nation reflect a growing sense of 

national pride and identity?  

 

What role did compromise play in the 

creation of the United States Constitution?  

 

What were Americans concerned about when 

forming a new government?  

 

How did Americans respond to internal and 

external challenges during the early years of 

the United States? 

 

 

Knowledge: 

Students will know…  

 

 Articles of Confederation  

 Constitutional Convention  

 Creating the constitution 

 Bill of Rights 

 The structure of Government  

 The criteria and powers of the three 

branches of government  

 Checks and Balances 

 Political Parties 

 The Great Compromise 

 

 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 
 

 Discuss the ideas that guided the new 

state governments. 

 Describe the government under the 

Articles of Confederation. 

 Identify the problems created by a weak 

central government. 

 Describe the proceedings of the 

Constitutional Convention. 

 Identify the specifics of the Virginia 

Plan. 

 Explain how the Great Compromise 

satisfied both large and small states. 

 Describe the disputes over slavery and 

the compromises that were reached. 

 Compare the positions of the 

Federalists and the Anti-federalists. 

 Discuss the debate over ratification. 

 Describe the Bill of Rights and how it 

protects the people. 

 Discuss how the new government was 

organized during Washington’s 

presidency. 

 Explain why the new nation faced an 
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economic crisis. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy  T CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  E CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  T CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing  A CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer  E CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility  E CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting  A CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

 E CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration  E CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation  A CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

 

 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
 

Other standards covered: 

 

English Language Arts Standards » History/Social Studies » Grade 6-8 

Key Ideas and Details: 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.1 

Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.2 

Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an 

accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.3 

Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how 

a bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered). 

 

Craft and Structure: 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.4 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary 

specific to domains related to history/social studies. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.5 

Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally). 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.6 

Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded 

language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts). 

 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.7 

Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other 

information in print and digital texts. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.8 

Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.9 

Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic. 

 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity: 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.10 

By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text 

complexity band independently and proficiently. 

 

 

 

Student Resources 

Primary Source  Federalist Papers  
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Readings Common Sense by Thomas Paine  

Political Cartoons 

The Constitution  

Articles of Confederation 

Declaration of Independence  

Bill of Rights  

Virginia Plan 

New Jersey Plan 

Positions of Federalist and Anti-Federalists 

 

Secondary Source 

Readings 

Prentice Hall, America: History of Our Nation, 2009 

McGraw Hill, Discovering Our Past: A History of the United 

States, 2016 

Joy Hakim, A History of US series, 2005 

Supporting Text pages Prentice Hall: Chapter 7 Creating the Constitution pgs 200-270 

 

 

McGraw Hill: Chapter 7 A More Perfect Union pgs 173-198 

                       Chapter 8 The Constitution pgs 203-219 

 

Teacher Resources 

Texts: 

Prentice Hall, America: History of Our Nation, 2009 

Joy Hakim, A History of US series, 2005 

McGraw Hill, Discovering Our Past: A History of the United States, 2016 

Supplemental Workbooks: 

 

Websites: 

-DiscoveryEducation.com 

-history.com 

-iCivics.org 

-sheg.stanford.edu  (offers modified primary sources) 

-loc.gov 

-Unitedstreaming.com 

-Brainpop.com 
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-Scholastic.com 

-StudyIsland.com 

-Factmonster.com 

-Readwritethink.org 

-state.nj.us/education 

Worksheets: 

 

Videos: 

 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

Research Projects 

 Create a Political Cartoon  

 Key Philosophies of Declaration of 

Independence Brochure 

 Bill of Rights/Constitution/Branches of 

Gov. Brochure 

 Powers of President diagram  

 Citizen Responsibilities Poster  

 

 

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 

Summative Assessments 

 Amendment/Bill of Rights Quiz 

 Unit Test  

 Citizenship test (pre-assessment) 

 Projects 

 Warmup check 

 Document Based Questions  

 Constitution Review Packet (I have 

rights packet from iCivics.org) 

 RAFT writing assignment 
 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

 PowerPoints 

 

 Warm ups 

 

 Group Notes 

 

 

 Stations 

 

 

PowerPoints: interactive mini lecture and notes. Students ask and answer 

questions, take notes, partake in class discussion 

Warm ups: Question or set of questions at the beginning of class that 

require students to analyze, describe, or interpret prior or new knowledge 

Group Notes: In pairs or groups, students must analyze a section and 

determine which answers are the best for their given handout/chart. These 

answers will be their notes 

Stations: students are given a questionnaire and complete it by going to 5-

6 stations in the room that have different primary sources, secondary 

sources, and pictures  
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 Document 

Based 

Questions 

 

 Venn 

diagrams 

 

 Projects 

 

DBQ’s: Students answer  questions from a primary source document  

 

 

Venn diagram: Compare and contrast topics  

 

Projects: Use of a PowerPoint, Poster, Journal or any other medium to 

express knowledge per guidelines/instructions 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific 

to each individual child’s IEP) 

 

Reduce/revise assignments & assessments as per IEP; provide individual 

& small group help; notes, and study guides; provide background 

knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language;  

provide bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulative. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

Westward Expansion 

Suggested Time Frame 6-8 weeks  

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

 

This unit continues in the early republic with the birth of political parties and Thomas 

Jefferson’s presidency. Students will explore the nation’s early struggles both domestically 

and overseas. They will analyze the Louisiana Purchase and the lasting impact that it 

made. The Louisiana Purchase will lead students to Lewis and Clarks Journey’s and 

Andrew Jackson’s presidency. Through Jackson’s presidency, students will be able to 

explore the controversial Trail of Tears which will introduce America’s belief of Manifest 

Destiny. Students will learn the various reasons why Americans moved out West and the 

problems that it led to. The unit will conclude with various forms of social reform that were 

needed to ensure the proper development of the United States.  

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

6.1.8. A.3.f    Explain how political parties were formed and continue to be shaped by differing 

perspectives regarding the role and power of federal government. 

6.1.8. A.4.a    Explain the changes in America’s relationships with other nations by analyzing 

policies, treaties, tariffs, and agreements. 

6.1.8. A.4.b Analyze how the concept of Manifest Destiny influenced the acquisition of land 

through annexation, diplomacy, and war. 

6.1.8. B.4.a   Assess the impact of the Louisiana Purchase and western exploration on the 

expansion and economic development of the United States. 

6.1.8. A.4.c   Assess the extent to which voting rights were expanded during the Jacksonian 

period. 

6.1.8. B.4.b   Map territorial expansion and settlement, as well as the locations of conflicts with 

and resettlement of Native Americans. 

6.1.8. C.4.a   Analyze the debates involving the National Bank, uniform currency, and tariffs, 

and determine the extent to which each of these economic tools met the economic challenges 

facing the new nation. 

6.1.8. C.4.b   Explain how major technological developments revolutionized land and water 
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transportation, as well as the economy, in New Jersey and the nation. 

6.1.8. D.4.b   Describe efforts to reform education, women’s rights, slavery, and other issues 

during the Antebellum period. 

6.1.8. D.4.c   Explain the growing resistance to slavery and New Jersey’s role in the 

Underground Railroad. 

Enduring Understandings: 

 

 Pioneers traveling the frontier made 

choices that involved risk and adventure 

and in doing so changed the landscape of 

our country. 

 

 The landscape of our nation has changed 

as a result of the acquisition of territories 

through purchase, war, annexation, and 

forced removal of Native Americans. 

 

 

Essential Questions: 

 

 How did the nation reflect a growing 

sense of national pride and identity?  

 

 How did Americans respond to internal 

and external challenges during the early 

years of the United States? 

 

 Did their belief in manifest destiny justify 

their actions? 

 

 What impact did Manifest Destiny have 

on America? 

 

 What attracted people to the West and 

what hardships did they face? 

 

Knowledge: 

Students will know…  

 Jefferson presidency  

 Lewis and Clark  

 Jackson presidency  

 Native American culture and Trail of 

Tears 

 The impact of transportation 

improvements 

 Social Reform  

 Manifest Destiny and Oregon Trail  

 Mexican-American War 

 California Gold Rush  

 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

 Explain how political parties emerged and 

compare the views of the Republicans and 

Federalists. 
 

 Explain Jefferson’s policies as president. 
 

 Discuss the importance of Marbury vs. 

Madison/judicial review 
 

 Explain the importance of New Orleans 

and the crisis over its port.  
 

 Describe how the US gained the Louisiana 

Purchase  
 

 Discuss Lewis and Clark’s expedition  
 

 Identify the events that led to the War of 

1812. 

 

 Analyze the War of 1812 and its impact on 
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 the US 
 

 Explain why Spain ceded Florida to the US 
 

 Describe how Spanish territories in the 

Americas gained independence. 
 

 Explain why the Monroe Doctrine was 

issued. 
 

 Analyze the Age of Jackson and his 

presidency 
 

 Describe the culture of Native Americans 

in the Southeast 
 

 Describe the conflicts over land occupied 

by native Americans in the Southeast 
 

 Discuss the forced removal of Native 

Americans  
 

 Describe the disagreement over states’ 

rights and the economy  
 

 Identify problems faced by Americans 

moving westward 
 

 Describe the impact of transportation 

improvements 
 

 Identify the destination of settlers heading 

west in the early 1800’s  
 

 Explain the meaning of manifest destiny  
 

 Explain how traders and fur trappers helped 

open the West  
 

 Analyze the reasons why pioneers traveled 

along the Oregon trail and describe the 

hardships they faced 
 

 Discuss the issues for women, Native 

Americans and new settlers in the West 
 

 Explain how Texas became independent 

from Mexico  
 

 Discuss the issues involved in annexing 

Texas and Oregon  
 

 Summarize the main events in the Mexican 

American war 
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 Explain why the Mormons settled in Utah 

and the issues that divided Mormons and 

the federal government  
 

 Discuss the effects of the California gold 

rush  
 

 Describe how California’s population had 

changed by 1850 
 

 Discuss what led many Americans to try to 

improve society in the 1800’s 
 

 Identify the social problems that reformers 

tried to solve 
 

 Summarize the improvements of public 

education in the 1800’s  
 

 Explain how the women’s suffrage 

movement began  
 

 Identify the common themes in American 

literature and art in the 1800’s 

 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy  E CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  E CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  T CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing  A CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer  A CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility  E CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting  A CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 
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persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

 E CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration  E CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation  A CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
 

Other standards covered: 

 

English Language Arts Standards » History/Social Studies » Grade 6-8 

 

Key Ideas and Details: 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.1 

Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.2 

Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate 

summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.3 

Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a 

bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered). 

 

Craft and Structure: 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.4 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary 

specific to domains related to history/social studies. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.5 

Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally). 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.6 

Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, 

inclusion or avoidance of particular facts). 

 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.7 

Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other 

information in print and digital texts. 
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.8 

Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.9 

Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic. 

 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity: 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.10 

By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text 

complexity band independently and proficiently. 

 
 

Student Resources 

Primary Source  

Readings 
 Hamilton vs. Jefferson (Letters to George Washington) 

 Louisiana Purchase (sheg.stanford.edu)   

 Lewis and Clark (sheg.stanford.edu)   

 Manifest Destiny (sheg.stanford.edu)   

 Indian Removal (Speeches by Jackson and Native 

Americans) 

 Texas Independence (sheg.stanford.edu)   

Secondary Source 

Readings 

Prentice Hall, America: History of Our Nation, 2009 

McGraw Hill, Discovering Our Past: A History of the United 

States, 2016 

Joy Hakim, A History of US series, 2005 

Supporting Text pages Prentice Hall: Chapter 8 through Chapter 13 pgs 278-462 

 

McGraw Hill: Chapter 9 through Chapter 13 pgs 243-367 

 

Teacher Resources 

Texts: 

 Prentice Hall, America: History of Our Nation, 2009 

 Joy Hakim, A History of US series, 2005 

 McGraw Hill, Discovering Our Past: A History of the United States, 2016 

Supplemental Workbooks: 

 

Websites: 

 BrainPOP 

 Discovery Education 

 iCivics.org 
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 sheg.stanford.edu  (offers modified primary sources) 

 loc.gov 

 History.com 

 Scholastic.com 

 StudyIsland.com 

 Factmonster.com 

 (Lewis and Clark Online Journey) 

www.nationalgeographic.com/features/97/west/main.html 

 (California Gold Rush Treasure Hunt) 

www.isu.edu/~trinmich/fever.html 

Worksheets: 

 

Videos: 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

Research Projects 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Lewis and Clark Journal  

 Oregon Trail Simulation  

 Progressive Era/Political Action Poster  

 Mexican-American War Newspaper 

 

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 

Summative Assessments  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 Unit Test  

 Westward Expansion Pre-test 

 Projects 

 Warmup check 

 Jefferson’s policies chart 

 Trail of Tears journal 

 Document Based Questions  

 Jefferson presidency quiz 

 Andrew Jackson and Trail of Tears quiz  

 Mexican-American war quiz 

 RAFT writing assignment 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

 PowerPoints 

 

PowerPoints: interactive mini lecture and notes. Students ask and answer 

questions, take notes, partake in class discussion 
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 Warm ups 

 

 Group Notes 

 

 

 

 Stations 

 

 

 Document 

Based 

Questions 

 

 Venn 

diagrams 

 

 Projects 

 

Warm ups: Question or set of questions at the beginning of class that 

require students to analyze, describe, or interpret prior or new knowledge 

 

Group Notes: In pairs or groups, students must analyze a section and 

determine which answers are the best for their given handout/chart. These 

answers will be their notes 

 

 

Stations: students are given a questionnaire and complete it by going to 5-

6 stations in the room that have different primary sources, secondary 

sources, and pictures  

 

DBQ’s: Students answer  questions from a primary source document  

 

 

Venn diagram: Compare and contrast topics  

 

Projects: Use of a PowerPoint, Poster, Journal or any other medium to 

express knowledge per guidelines/instructions 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) 

 

Reduce/revise assignments & assessments as per IEP; provide individual & 

small group help; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language;  provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulative. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

Civil War  

Suggested Time Frame 8-10 weeks  

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

 

This unit begins with the Industrial Revolution and how it ultimately led to sectional 

differences. It follows with the growing tensions over slavery and the compromises needed 

to avoid war. Students will then analyze various slave rebellions and the Lincoln-Douglas 

debates. That will set the stage for the 1860 Presidential Election and how it eventually led 

to the outbreak of war. Once the war begins, students will analyze the advantages, 

disadvantages, and military strategies of each side during the fight. Students will then 

identify the events that led to the turning point of the war and determine how the North 

won. The unit will conclude with Lincoln’s assassination, reconstruction plans and the 

lasting impacts of amendments that were a result of the Northern victory.  

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

 6.1.8. C.4.c   Analyze how technological innovations affected the status and social class of 

different groups of people, and explain the outcomes that resulted. 

6.1.8. D.4.c   Explain the growing resistance to slavery and New Jersey’s role in the 

Underground Railroad. 

6.1.8. D.5.a   Prioritize the causes and events that led to the Civil War from different 

perspectives. 

6.1.8. B.5.a   Assess the role of various factors (i.e., geography, natural resources, demographics, 

transportation, leadership, and technology) that affected the course and outcome of the Civil 

War. 

6.1.8. D.5.c   Examine the roles of women, African Americans, and Native Americans in the 

Civil War. 

6.1.8. D.5.b   Analyze critical events and battles of the Civil War and determine how they 

contributed to the final outcome of the war. 

6.1.8. C.5.a   Assess the human and material costs of the Civil War in the North and South. 

6.1.8. A.5.a   Explain how and why the Emancipation Proclamation and the Gettysburg Address 

continue to impact American life. 

6.1.8. D.5.d   Analyze the effectiveness of the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments to the United 

States Constitution from multiple perspectives. 
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6.1.8. A.5.b   Compare and contrast the approaches of Congress and Presidents Lincoln and 

Johnson toward the reconstruction of the South. 

6.1.8. C.5.b   Analyze the economic impact of Reconstruction on the South from different 

perspectives. 

Enduring Understandings: 

 

 As a result of the nation’s failure to deal 

with sectional differences, a civil war 

ensued. 

 

Essential Questions: 

 

 How did the nation try but fail to deal 

with growing sectional differences? 

 

 How did people, places and things affect 

the outcome of the Civil War? 

 

 What were the short term effects of the 

Civil War? 

Knowledge: 

Students will know…  

 The Industrial Revolution  

 Plantation South  

 Slavery  

 Underground Railroad 

 Kansas-Nebraska Act 

 Dred Scott Case 

 Lincoln and Douglas Debates 

 John Brown and Nat Turner revolts 

 Causes of the Civil War 

 Union/Confederate 

Advantages/Disadvantages 

 Civil War strategies and battles 

 Emancipation proclamation  

 Gettysburg Address 

 Role of African-Americans and Women 

 Reconstruction  

 13
th

, 14
th

, 15
th

 Amendments  

 Lincoln Assassination  

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

 Discuss the impact of the Industrial 

Revolution and how it led to sectional 

differences. 
 

 Explain why tensions arose over the 

conflict of slavery.  
 

 Identify the goal of the Free Soil Party. 
 

 Describe the Compromises Henry Clay 

proposed to settle the differences that 

divided the North and the South.  
 

 Explain how the Kansas-Nebraska Act 

reopened the question of slavery.  
 

 Explain why the Republican party came 

into being in the 1850’s. 
 

 Summarize the issues involved in the Dred 

Scott decision. 
 

 Identify Lincoln and Douglas’s view on 

slavery.  
 

 Analyze sectional responses to John 

Brown’s raid.  
 

 Compare and contrast Nat Turner’s revolt 

to John Brown’s raid. 
 

 Describe the results of the 1860 election.  
 

 Explain why the southern states seceded 
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 KKK  from the Union.  
 

 Evaluate the events that led to the outbreak 

of the Civil War. 
 

 Identify states that supported the Union, 

those that seceded, and those that had 

divided loyalties.  
 

 Evaluate the advantages/disadvantages 

each side had in the war.  
 

 Compare the different strategies used by 

the North and the South.  
 

 Summarize the results of the First Battle of 

Bull Run. 
 

 Evaluate the conditions endured by 

imprisoned soldiers. 

 

 Examine how changing technology 

affected the way the Civil War was fought. 
 

 Analyze McClellan’s caution in using the 

Union army. 
 

 Describe the course of war in the East in 

1862 and the early days of the war in the 

West and at sea. 
 

 Discuss the Emancipation proclamation 

and its effects. 
 

 Explain how African-Americans helped the 

Union Army.  
 

 Explain how opposition to the war caused 

problems for both sides.  
 

 Explain the draft laws.  
 

 Examine how the cost of goods was 

affected by the war. 
 

 Describe the contributions of women to the 

war effort.  
 

 Identify the events that marked the turning 

point of the war. 
 

 Explain how the Union began to defeat the 

South in the war’s final battles. 
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 Discuss why Lee surrendered. 
 

 Describe the different plans for reunion.  
 

 Explain the tasks of the Freedmen’s 

Bureau.  
 

 Evaluate the effects of Lincoln’s 

assassination on Reconstruction.  
 

 Explain the purpose of the 13
th

, 14
th

, 15
th

 

amendments and the Reconstruction Acts 

of 1867. 
 

 Explain how the Ku Klux Klan and other 

secret societies tried to prevent Africa 

Americans from exercising their rights. 
 

 Explain why support for Reconstruction 

declined. 

 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy  E CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  E CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  A CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing  A CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer  A CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility  E CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting  A CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

 A CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 
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X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration  E CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation  A CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
 

Other standards covered: 

 

English Language Arts Standards » History/Social Studies » Grade 6-8 

 

Key Ideas and Details: 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.1 

Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.2 

Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate 

summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.3 

Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a 

bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered). 

 

Craft and Structure: 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.4 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary 

specific to domains related to history/social studies. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.5 

Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally). 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.6 

Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, 

inclusion or avoidance of particular facts). 

 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.7 

Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other 

information in print and digital texts. 
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.8 

Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.9 

Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic. 

 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity: 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.10 

By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text 

complexity band independently and proficiently. 

 

 

Student Resources 

Primary Source  

Readings 
 Uncle Tom’s Cabin 

 Emancipation Proclamation 

 Gettysburg Address 

 General Sherman Total War 

 Lincoln-Douglas Debates 

 John Brown 

 Election of 1860 

 Fort Sumter 

 Abraham Lincoln 

 Robert E Lee 

 Ulysses S Grant 

 Stonewall Jackson 

 John Wilkes Booth 

 Soldier’s Diaries 

 Battle of Bull Run 

 Battle of Shiloh 

 Battle of Antietam  

 

 

Secondary Source 

Readings 

Prentice Hall, America: History of Our Nation, 2009 

McGraw Hill, Discovering Our Past: A History of the United 
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States, 2016 

Joy Hakim, A History of US series, 2005 

 

Supporting Text pages Prentice Hall: Chapter 14 through Chapter 16 pgs 478-561 

 

McGraw Hill: Chapter 14 through Chapter 18 pgs 373-510 

 

Teacher Resources 

Texts: 

Prentice Hall, America: History of Our Nation, 2009 

Joy Hakim, A History of US series, 2005 

McGraw Hill, Discovering Our Past: A History of the United States, 2016 

Supplemental Workbooks: 

 

Websites: 

-DiscoveryEducation.com 

-history.com 

-iCivics.org 

-sheg.stanford.edu  (offers modified primary sources) 

-loc.gov 

-Unitedstreaming.com 

-Brainpop.com 

-Scholastic.com 

-StudyIsland.com 

-Factmonster.com 

-Readwritethink.org 

 

Worksheets: 

 

Videos: 

 

History.com for videos on crucial battles  

 

Glory (permission slip needed) 
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Learn 360 ”Bleeding Kansas”, “Freedom Slavery”, “O Professor”,  

You Tube  “Harriet Tubman – Guide to Freedom”  

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

Research Projects 

 Civil War Simulation  

 Create a Political Cartoon 

 PowerPoint Presentation  

 Debates 

 Timeline  

 Civil War Journal 

 Civil war Letters 

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 

Summative Assessments 

 RAFT writing assignment  

 Document Based Questions 

 Lincoln Assassination CSI investigation  

 Advantages and Disadvantages Chart 

 Crucial Battles Webquest 

 Warmup check  

 Growing Tensions Quiz 

 Civil War Quiz 

 Civil War Unit Test 

 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

 PowerPoints 

 

 

 Warm ups 

 

 

 Group Notes 

 

 

 

 Stations 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Document 

PowerPoints: interactive mini lecture and notes. Students ask and answer 

questions, take notes, partake in class discussion 

 

Warm ups: Question or set of questions at the beginning of class that 

require students to analyze, describe, or interpret prior or new knowledge 

 

Group Notes: In pairs or groups, students must analyze a section and 

determine which answers are the best for their given handout/chart. These 

answers will be their notes 

 

 

Stations: students are given a questionnaire and complete it by going to 5-

6 stations in the room that have different primary sources, secondary 

sources, and pictures  
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Based 

Questions 

 

 Venn 

diagrams 

 

 Projects 

DBQ’s: Students answer  questions from a primary source document  

 

 

 

Venn diagram: Compare and contrast topics  

 

 

Projects: Use of a PowerPoint, Poster, Journal or any other medium to 

express knowledge per guidelines/instructions 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) 

 

Reduce/revise assignments & assessments as per IEP; provide individual & 

small group help; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language;  provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulative. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 

 

 

  



28 
 

Unit Plan Title 

 

World War 2 and Holocaust 

Suggested Time Frame 8-10 weeks  

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

 

This unit starts with the various factors that led to World War 1. Students will then 

analyze the Treaty of Versailles and how it was set up to punish Germany. The Great 

Depression will follow afterward and students will understand its impact domestically and 

globally. That will lead to Hitler’s rise to power and the start of World War 2 in Europe. 

Students will then analyze Axis and Allied strategies in the early stages of war and how the 

United States finally joined the fight. The unit will cover various perspectives of the war 

which will allow students to determine the turning point of the European Theatre. Students 

will then explore the horrors of the holocaust and compare it to genocides from other 

generations. The unit will conclude with the war in the Pacific and the United States 

decision to use the atomic bomb.  

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

6.1.12.A.7.a   Analyze the reasons for the policy of neutrality regarding World War I, and 

explain why the United States eventually entered the war. 

6.1.12.A.7.c   Analyze the Treaty of Versailles and the League of Nations from the perspectives 

of different countries. 

6.1.12.B.7.a  Explain how global competition by nations for land and resources led to increased 

militarism. 

6.1.12.C.7.a   Determine how technological advancements affected the nature of World War I on 

land, on water, and in the air. 

6.1.12.D.7.c   Analyze the factors contributing to a rise in authoritarian forms of government and 

ideologies (i.e., fascism, communism, and socialism) after World War I. 

6.1.12.C.9.d   Compare and contrast the causes and outcomes of the stock market crash in 1929 

and other periods of economic instability. 

6.1.12.D.9.b   Analyze the impact of the Great Depression on the American family, migratory 

groups, and ethnic and racial minorities. 

6.1.12.D.10.a Analyze how other nations responded to the Great Depression. 
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6.1.12.A.11.b  Compare and contrast different perspectives about how the United States should 

respond to aggressive policies and actions taken by other nations at this time. 

6.1.12.A.11.c  Determine if American policies regarding Japanese internment and actions against 

other minority groups were a denial of civil rights. 

6.1.12.A.11.c  Determine if American policies regarding Japanese internment and actions against 

other minority groups were a denial of civil rights. 

6.1.12.A.11.d  Analyze the decision to use the atomic bomb and the consequences of doing so. 

6.1.12.A.11.e  Assess the responses of the United States and other nations to the violation of 

human rights that occurred during the Holocaust and other genocides 

6.1.12.B.11.a  Explain the role that geography played in the development of military strategies 

and weaponry in World War II. 

6.1.12.C.11.a   Evaluate the shift in economic resources from the production of domestic to 

military goods during World War II in terms of opportunity costs and trade-offs, and analyze the 

impact of the post-war shift back to domestic production. 

6.1.12.D.11.a  Analyze the roles of various alliances among nations and their leaders in the 

conduct and outcomes of the World War II. 

6.1.12.D.11.c  Explain why women, African Americans, Native Americans, Asian Americans, 

and other minority groups often expressed a strong sense of nationalism despite the 

discrimination they experienced in the military and workforce. 

6.1.12.D.11.d  Compare the varying perspectives of victims, survivors, bystanders, rescuers, and 

perpetrators during the Holocaust. 

6.1.12. D.11.e Explain how World War II and the Holocaust led to the creation of international 

organizations (i.e., the United Nations) to protect human rights, and describe the subsequent 

impact of these organizations. 

Enduring Understandings: 

 

 The genocidal process is one of the 

most important steps in preventing 

future genocides. 

Essential Questions: 

 

 What led to the rise of Hitler? 

 How can differences within a 

community result in genocide? 

 How did The United States change its 

economy to provide supplies for the 

war effort? 

 What strategies allowed for a 

successful allied campaign against the 

axis powers? 
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Knowledge: 

Students will know…  

 Causes of World War 1 

 World War 1 

 Treaty of Versailles 

 Cause and effects of Great Depression 

 Effects of the Treaty of Versailles 

 Hitler’s rise to Power 

 Dictatorships of Hitler, Stalin, and 

Mussolini 

 Causes of World War 2 

 Munich Pact 

 Blitzkrieg  

 Nazi-Soviet Pact 

 Battle of Britain  

 Pearl Harbor 

 US role in WW2 

 US home front during WW2 

 Japanese Internment Camps 

 D-Day 

 Holocaust 

 Nuremberg Laws 

 Rwanda Genocide 

 Island Hopping 

 Kamikaze  

 Death Marches 

 Atomic Bomb 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

 Discover the factors that led to the outbreak 

of war in Europe and the US role in WWI. 

 Understand how the treaty of Versailles 

punished Germany.  

 Discover how the Great Depression 

affected Americans. 

 Learn why totalitarian dictators gained 

power after WWI. 

 Find out how Germany, Italy, and Japan 

embarked on a path of military conquest. 

 Discover how the US tried to remain 

neutral.  

 Understand how WW2 began in Europe. 

 Analyze Axis and Allied strategies in the 

beginning of the war.  

 Discuss the United States role in the early 

stages of WWII. 

 Understand why the United States finally 

joined the war. 

 Discover war on the home front and how it 

impacted the United States. 

 Analyze the role of women and different 

ethnic groups during WWII. 

 Discover how WWII affected Japanese 

Americans at home. 

 Examine the Allied strategy in the 

European theater and determine how they 

were able to achieve victory.  

 Explore the horrors of the holocaust.  

 Compare and contrast the holocaust to 

other genocides.  

 Analyze the impact of Nuremburg Laws. 

 Recognize the causes and effects of 

prejudice on individuals, groups, and 

societies. 

 Critically analyze media to assess different 

viewpoints, and detect bias, opinion and 

stereotypes. 

 Recognize that the actions or inactions of 

individuals, groups, and nations can have 

intended and unintended consequences.  

 Examine the US strategy in the Pacific 

theater and determine how they were able 
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to achieve victory.  

 Discover the ruthlessness of the Japanese 

soldiers through death marches, kamikazes, 

and their treatment of POW’s.  

 Compare and contrast the different aspects 

of the Pacific and European theaters.  

 Analyze the decision to drop the atomic 

bomb and if other alternatives could have 

been made. 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy  E CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  E CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  A CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing  A CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer  A CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility  T CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting  A CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

 A CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration  A CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation  A CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
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Other standards covered: 

 

English Language Arts Standards » History/Social Studies » Grade 6-8 

 

Key Ideas and Details: 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.1 

Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.2 

Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate 

summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.3 

Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a 

bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered). 

 

Craft and Structure: 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.4 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary 

specific to domains related to history/social studies. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.5 

Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally). 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.6 

Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, 

inclusion or avoidance of particular facts). 

 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.7 

Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other 

information in print and digital texts. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.8 

Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.9 

Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity: 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.10 

By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text 

complexity band independently and proficiently. 
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Student Resources 

Primary Source  

Readings 
 Holocaust Primary Sources 

 Bataan Death March  

 Kamikaze  

 D-Day 

 Japanese Internment Camps 

 Pearl Harbor 

 Iwo Jima  

 Atomic Bomb  

 Nazi Propaganda 

 US Propaganda 

 

Secondary Source 

Readings 

Prentice Hall, America: History of Our Nation, 2009 

Joy Hakim, A History of US series, 2005 

McGraw Hill, Discovering Our Past: A History of the United 

States, 2016 

 

Supporting Text pages Prentice Hall: Chapter 21 through Chapter 24 pgs 702-821 

 

McGraw Hill: Chapter 24 through Chapter 27 pgs 655-777 

 

Teacher Resources 

Texts: 

Prentice Hall, America: History of Our Nation, 2009 

Joy Hakim, A History of US series, 2005 

McGraw Hill, Discovering Our Past: A History of the United States, 2016 

Supplemental Workbooks: 

 

Websites: 

-DiscoveryEducation.com 

-history.com (Pearl Harbor and D-Day web quests) 

-sheg.stanford.edu  (offers modified primary sources) 

-loc.gov 
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-Unitedstreaming.com 

-Brainpop.com 

-Scholastic.com 

-StudyIsland.com 

-Factmonster.com 

-Readwritethink.org 

-state.nj.us/education 

-nationalgeographic.com (pearl harbor interactive timeline web quest) 

Worksheets: 

 

Videos:  

 

Hitler speeches : 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_0V_xf3OQgM 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e9fEM-MfSiU  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZrbFBUG_5aw  

 

Nazi Propaganda: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TTOqtA1rDNE  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qXST0wF5T4s  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eg9a6bIs15Y  

 

Saving Private Ryan  (permission slip needed) 

Schindler’s List (permission slip needed) 

Letters From Iwo Jima (permission slip needed) 

Pearl Harbor (attack scene only) 

Fury (permission slip needed) 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

Research Projects 

 Holocaust Choice Board Project: 

(students choose 3 out of the 9 

holocaust topics and must complete 3 

mini projects)  

 Atomic Bomb Debates 

 WW2 Timeline 

 RAFT writing assignment 

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 

Summative Assessments 

 Pearl Harbor Web quest 

 Pearl Harbor Interactive Timeline Web 

quest 

 Document Based Questions 

 Dictators Chart  

 Axis and Allies Advantages and 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_0V_xf3OQgM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e9fEM-MfSiU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZrbFBUG_5aw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TTOqtA1rDNE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qXST0wF5T4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eg9a6bIs15Y
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 Create Battle maps 

 Create a Political Cartoon 

 PowerPoint Presentation  

 Create a World War 2 Journal 

 Create a Soldiers Letter  

 Create a WW2 Propaganda  

disadvantages chart 

 Crucial Battles Web quest 

 Warmup check  

 WW1 and Holocaust Quiz 

 WW2 Unit Test 

 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

 PowerPoints 

 

 

 Warm ups 

 

 

 Group Notes 

 

 

 

 Stations 

 

 

 

 Document 

Based 

Questions 

 

 Venn 

diagrams 

 

 Projects 

 

 

PowerPoints: interactive mini lecture and notes. Students ask and answer 

questions, take notes, partake in class discussion 

 

Warm ups: Question or set of questions at the beginning of class that 

require students to analyze, describe, or interpret prior or new knowledge 

 

Group Notes: In pairs or groups, students must analyze a section and 

determine which answers are the best for their given handout/chart. These 

answers will be their notes 

 
 

 

Stations: students are given a questionnaire and complete it by going to 5-

6 stations in the room that have different primary sources, secondary 

sources, and pictures  

 

DBQ’s: Students answer  questions from a primary source document  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Venn diagram: Compare and contrast topics  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Projects: Use of a PowerPoint, Poster, Journal or any other medium to 

express knowledge per guidelines/instructions 

 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) 

 

Reduce/revise assignments & assessments as per IEP; provide individual & 

small group help; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language;  provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 
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opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulative. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 

 

Human Rights and Civil Rights Movement 

Suggested Time Frame 4-7 weeks  

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

 

This unit immediately follows World War 2 as the campaign for Civil Rights was able to 

gain momentum after the war. Students will explore Jim Crow Laws and how it oppressed 

African-Americans into poverty. The unit will show various forms of protest and the 

government’s reaction to them. Students will then analyze other Human rights groups and 

what they fought for. The unit will conclude with the achievements and failures of the Civil 

Rights movement.  

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 

6.1.12.D.13.a  Determine the impetus for the Civil Rights Movement, and explain why national 

governmental actions were needed to ensure civil rights for African Americans. 

6.1.12.D.13.b  Compare and contrast the leadership and ideology of Martin Luther King, Jr., and 

Malcolm X during the Civil Rights Movement, and evaluate their legacies. 

6.1.12.D.13.c   Analyze the successes and failures of women’s rights organizations, the 

American Indian Movement, and La Raza in their pursuit of civil rights and equal opportunities. 

6.1.12.D.13.d  Determine the extent to which suburban living and television supported 

conformity and stereotyping during this time period, while new music, art, and literature acted as 

catalysts for the counterculture movement. 

6.1.12.C.13.a  Explain how individuals and organizations used economic measures (e.g., the 

Montgomery Bus Boycott, sit downs, etc.) as weapons in the struggle for civil and human rights. 

6.1.12.A.13.b  Analyze the effectiveness of national legislation, policies, and Supreme Court 

decisions (i.e., the Civil Rights Act, the Voting Rights Act, the Equal Rights Amendment, Title 

VII, Title IX, Affirmative Action, Brown v. Board of Education, and Roe v. Wade) in promoting 

civil liberties and equal opportunities. 

Enduring Understandings: 
 

 The fight for freedom during the Civil 

Rights Movement reshaped the social 

landscape of the US and resulted in 

legislation designed to protect the rights 

of Americans regardless of race, 

ethnicity, gender, and disability. 

Essential Questions: 
 

 What key events marked the beginning 

of the Civil Rights Movement in the 

1950’s? 

 How did the Civil Rights Movement 

gain momentum? 

 How did the Civil Rights Movement 
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change the nation? 

Knowledge: 

Students will know…  
 

 Jim Crow Laws 

 Jackie Robinson 

 Bus Boycotts 

 Protest Methods 

 Martin Luther King Jr 

 Malcolm X 

 Black Panther Movement 

 Cesar Chavez 

 Woman’s rights movements  

 American-Indian Movement 

 John F Kennedy Presidency  

 Lyndon B. Johnson Presidency 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 
 

 Describe how African Americans were 

trapped in a cycle of poverty following 

Reconstruction.  

 Learn how the campaign for Civil 

Rights picked up pace after WW2. 

 Discuss the battle against Jim Crow 

laws. 

 Discuss how integration in baseball and 

the military helped break barriers. 

 Summarize the actions taken by the 

federal government in response to the 

Civil Rights Era.  

 Discuss the boycott of buses to protest 

segregation.  

 Analyze the domestic goals of Kennedy 

and Johnson.  

 Compare and contrast protest methods 

used by various Civil Rights leaders. 

 Determine why the Civil Rights 

Movement broke up into several 

groups. 

 Compare and Contrast various Human 

Rights groups and what each fought 

for. 

 Analyze the achievements and failures 

of the Civil Rights Movement. 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy  E CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  E CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  A CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing  A CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 
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social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer  A CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility  T CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting  A CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

 A CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration  A CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation  A CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
 

Other standards covered: 

 

English Language Arts Standards » History/Social Studies » Grade 6-8 

 

Key Ideas and Details: 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.1 

Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.2 

Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate 

summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.3 

Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a 

bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered). 

 

Craft and Structure: 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.4 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary 

specific to domains related to history/social studies. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.5 

Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally). 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.6 
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Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, 

inclusion or avoidance of particular facts). 

 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.7 

Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other 

information in print and digital texts. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.8 

Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.9 

Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic. 

 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity: 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.10 

By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text 

complexity band independently and proficiently. 

 

 

Student Resources 

Primary Source  

Readings 
 Martin Luther King, Jr speeches 

 Malcolm X Speeches 

 Stokley Carmichael Speeches  

 Cesar Chavez Speeches  

 Brown vs. Board of Education 

 Freedom Rides 

 

Secondary Source 

Readings 

Prentice Hall, America: History of Our Nation, 2009 

McGraw Hill, Discovering Our Past: A History of the United 

States, 2016 

Joy Hakim, A History of US series, 2005 

Supporting Text pages Prentice Hall: Chapter 26 The Civil Rights Era pgs 870-893 
 

McGraw Hill: Chapter 29 The Civil Rights Era pgs 811-837 

Teacher Resources 

Texts: 

Prentice Hall, America: History of Our Nation, 2009 
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Joy Hakim, A History of US series, 2005 

McGraw Hill, Discovering Our Past: A History of the United States, 2016 

Supplemental Workbooks: 

 

Websites: 

-DiscoveryEducation.com 

-history.com  

-sheg.stanford.edu  (offers modified primary sources) 

-loc.gov 

-Unitedstreaming.com 

-Brainpop.com 

-Scholastic.com 

-StudyIsland.com 

-Factmonster.com 

-Readwritethink.org 

-state.nj.us/education 

-nationalgeographic.com  

Worksheets: 

 

Videos:  

 

Martin Luther King speeches: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3vDWWy4CMhE  

http://www.history.com/topics/black-history/martin-luther-king-jr/videos  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aL4FOvIf7G8  

Malcolm X speeches: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kgy2ytgLE84  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hhg6LxyTnY8  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gRSgUTWffMQ  

Selma 

Gandhi 

Malcolm X 

Freedom Riders 

Mandela: Long walk to Freedom  

The Help 

Remember the Titans 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3vDWWy4CMhE
http://www.history.com/topics/black-history/martin-luther-king-jr/videos
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aL4FOvIf7G8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kgy2ytgLE84
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hhg6LxyTnY8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gRSgUTWffMQ
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Cesar Chavez 

 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

Research Projects 

 

 Create a Twitter Page Project 

 Political Action Poster 

 Civil Rights Activists Brochure  

 Create a Political Cartoon 

 PowerPoint Presentation  

 Timeline  

 Civil Rights Movement Journal 

 

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 

Summative Assessments 

 Unit Test  

 Civil Rights Movement Web quests 

 Projects 

 Warmup check 

 Venn Diagram MLK and Malcolm X 

 Document Based Questions  

 Civil Rights Movement quiz 

 RAFT writing assignment 

 Jim Crow Laws Packet (icivics.org) 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

 PowerPoints 

 

 

 Warm ups 

 

 

 Group Notes 

 

 

 

 Stations 

 

 

 Document 

Based 

Questions 

 

 Venn 

PowerPoints: interactive mini lecture and notes. Students ask and answer 

questions, take notes, partake in class discussion 

 

Warm ups: Question or set of questions at the beginning of class that 

require students to analyze, describe, or interpret prior or new knowledge 

 

Group Notes: In pairs or groups, students must analyze a section and 

determine which answers are the best for their given handout/chart. These 

answers will be their notes 

 

Stations: students are given a questionnaire and complete it by going to 5-

6 stations in the room that have different primary sources, secondary 

sources, and pictures  

 

DBQ’s: Students answer  questions from a primary source document  
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diagrams 

 

 Projects 

 

 

Venn diagram: Compare and contrast topics  

 

 

Projects: Use of a PowerPoint, Poster, Journal or any other medium to 

express knowledge per guidelines/instructions 

 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) 

 

Reduce/revise assignments & assessments as per IEP; provide individual & 

small group help; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language;  provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulative. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 

 

 

 

 


